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May you live in interesting times – curse or blessing?
Fair to say that this year has been
interesting, it started well with a hugely
successful Burns Night supper, haggis was
toasted, whisky supped and ceilidh
enjoyed. We also wassailed and asked the
spirit of the trees for a good
harvest.
Little did we know then what would
happen in March when, just as the hill
and the allotments were starting to wake
up, the world would come to a stop.
Although on the surface already sleepy Knucklas didn’t seem to change very much,
many of us took advantage of the amazing countryside on
our doorstep and the glorious weather to take trips up the
hill. Whilst the humans practiced social distancing the dogs
took no notice and still greeted each other in the usual
overly intimate fashion. There were even a couple of cats in
the mix. The meadow in the orchard was glorious this year,
there was even some additional seating added at the correct
social distance of 2 metres!
This year was a particularly good time to have an allotment, not only could you
grow your own food there was plenty of time to tend it too. New KCCLP allotment
holders have discovered the joy of growing their own veg
and have been amazed at how rapidly the allotment
landscape has changed over the year as the plants grow
and expand to cover the once bare ground. These novice
growers have benefitted from the camaraderie,
knowledge and
experience of the more seasoned
allotmenteers who have been immensely friendly and
generous with both their produce and time. Whilst some crops have been more
successful than others, the overall harvest has been remarkably good for these
beginners, largely thanks to tips and advice from the allotment community. The
novices are spurred on and are now planning their second year. There is also still
space to add more if anyone wishes to join us for 2021.
If you are interested in having an allotment please contact Siggy on 01547 528223.
Produce was picked and transformed into wonderful jams and chutneys, apples
were pressed into apple juice but sadly a late frost in May affected the blossom and
the crop was small but delicious.

Up on the hill itself it was a year of renewing. Many of our Ash
trees are suffering from the fungus ash die back. We have had to
cut down the dead trees in the process losing many of our bird
boxes. Also, some of the fences and paths put in when we took
over management of the hill in 2009 have reached the end of
their useful life. This means that recently you may have seen
volunteers putting up new bird, owl and bat boxes. We are also
in the process of planting 60 new trees. These are currently very
tiny but it will be lovely to watch them flourishing in years to
come.

As we were unable to have the meadow mown
this year we employed an ancient eco-friendly
method and let some sheep do the job for us.
Once they have finished mowing they will
return to the top of the hill.
The biggest job has been the replacement of
the railing and the steps on the south west side
of the hill. Volunteers spent a very wet afternoon carrying new fence posts up the
hill but we employed the wonderfully professional Rob Edwards to actually install
them. We hope these will last us for many years to come.
Of course, these improvements do not come
without cost and this on the backdrop of being able
to do little to no fund raising. If you haven't become
a member of the KCCLP yet, shares in the hill are
available for £1 each with a minimum spend of £20
you will get a certificate of membership, a great
present for children or grandchildren who have
everything! If this is
too much or you are already a member why not
“sponsor a step” with a £10 donation?
Alternatively you could set up a regular standing
order, no amount too small.
Remember
everything done on the hill is done by the Project,
and we have had limited outside funding and we do
this so everyone can enjoy our local environment.
If you would like to make a donation or set up a standing order our bank details are:

Knucklas Castle Community Land Project 08-92-99 65342651
(a business account)

Castle Hill Wildflowers
Since we leased the hill there has been a huge increase
in the number and variety of the wild flowers.
Walking up Castle Hill assaults all the senses. Spring
starts with the smell and incredible sight of wild garlic
(Ransom), the gorse bushes covered in a flush of yellow
flowers, who knew that gorse smells of coconut?!
Some of the early flowers are Red Campion, clouds of white Lesser Stitchwort and
blue Germander Speedwell, all succeeding the hosts of
primroses and snowdrops. Walking up the lane called
Castle Hill there are also Lords and Ladies, Vetch,
Lungwort, Lesser Celandine, wild strawberries, garlic
mustard (Jack in the Hedge), Cowslips and
Cuckooflower on a resident’s verge. Greater Periwinkle,
tight whorls of ferns, ascending; ground ivy that is a
pretty lilac could be mistaken at a quick glance as
Speedwell. Welsh Poppies and early Purple Orchids,
found on ancient woodland.
There is lots of Bird’s Foot Trefoil. It took me ages to
work out that the “bird’s foot’ is actually the seed pods
which really look like a bird’s foot.
The bedstraws start with the tiny white flowers of Heath Bedstraw and also clouds
of yellow Crosswort. To the uninitiated, this could be mistaken as Lady’s Bedstraw,
however, the Crosswort have obvious leaves under each flower bract, and also
flowers earlier, from April. The Lady’s bedstraw has
much smaller spikes of leaves and it is the flower that
is more obvious. They both smell of honey, but the
smell is much stronger with the Lady’s Bedstraw.
Castle Hill has clouds of this amazing smell in June to
August, no wonder it was used as a stuffing for lady’s
mattresses.

Yellow Rattle has also reached the summit of Castle Hill. This year was not as prolific
as 2019, probably because of the really warm spring and lack of rain for 8-12 weeks.
Yellow Rattle is a hemi-parasitic plant, feeding off the roots of grass. It is the seeds
formed in the pods that rattle.
The summit of is carpeted with Lady’s
Bedstraw and Musk Mallow. On the
north face there were clouds of the
sweetest tiny white flowers called Fairy
flax about a handspan tall.

The south face became a red carpet of
Common and Sheep’s Sorrel.
Dove’s-Foot Crane’s-Bill, Cow Parsley, and
not to be forgotten, Mouse-ear Hawkweed.
On a sunny day, all the
flowers are open, big
and yellow. Go up in
heavy cloud and they
are all closed but candy striped red and yellow. The mouse ear
comes from the leaves which have little hairs on them and curl
together when it’s dry preserving water.
A favourite is the Harebell,
from summer right through
until autumn, only in the
last week or two of
November has it stopped.

It is possible to view over fifty different varieties of flower on a single day and we
would love to show pictures of them all, maybe next year.

View from the Hill
In Knucklas, we are pretty fortunate especially if the natural world holds a fascination
for you.
Castle Hill is the smallest in the area but punches well
above its size. So called because in the mid thirteenth
century a castle was built as, despite being small it
affords anyone a 360 degree view of the immediate
area. Whilst the Castle has long gone, much of its stone
was used for the Heart of Wales railway - most notably,
the Knucklas viaduct. Keeping guard at the summit of the hill is a wooden sculpture.
Rolf Hook’s Dragon’s Tooth. At the foot of the hill in the orchard is his Carnex—an
ancient Celtic horn.
It’s the hill’s nature that brings locals and visitors alike to its
summit. It can be approached from different directions.
Through woodland or a green lane, part of which is shared
by The Heart of Wales line trail and off-road cycling routes.
One day you could hear a Jay and a Green Woodpecker
shortly before spotting a Sparrowhawk looking out for some
prey. Other birds that can be seen include most Corvids,
most Tits, most of the Thrush family, Linnets, Meadow
Pipits, Buzzards, Red Kites, Tawny Owls, the Greater Spotted
Woodpecker, Nuthatches, Pied Flycatchers and Treecreepers plus many more.
The Hill has maintained the sanity of many of us who live on or near it.
It has been a salvation, for humans
and dogs alike.

Amongst the numerous delicate flyers are myriads
of moths and butterflies. Meadow Brown, Ringlets,
Gatekeepers, Tortoiseshells,
Peacocks, Red
Admirals, Large Whites, Cinnabars, Six-spotted
Burnets, Magpie Moths, Common Blues,
Brimstones, Wave and
Carpet Moths, Ys,
Comma,
Fritillaries, Commas, Emeralds,
Orange Tips, Speckled Browns, Small Coppers …
plus many more insects, small vertebrates and tiny
invertebrates that make up nature’s food chain.
Rabbits are king on the hill and vie with moles,
mice, voles and shrews. Slow worms appear in the
warmer
months.
Midday, you could be buzzed by dragonflies whilst in the
evening duck, pointlessly, as a bat swoops looking for a
tasty snack.
Something else that made life easier on the hill was the
weather in springtime. With such clear skies, night sky
watching made for a fantastic spectacle. Views of the
planets,
especially Mars and Jupiter, asteroid belts, a
comet, blue, copper and hunter moons,
the
International Space Station and many satellites.

The best way for you to find out
anything we’ve missed is for you to
visit.

Slowly but surely ...
We have raised over £62,000, but still need a further £25,000 to fully pay for the
land—the deadline now extended to 1st February 2025. Of course, agreeing that was
before we had even heard of COVID-19. In spite of this we have raised further funds.
Members and friends have helped in so many ways – for example,
•

Buying shares in the Project and making donations.

•

Donating produce for the stall outside Lottie’s home in
Knucklas.

•

Donating apples for our delicious apple juice, and fruit
for our jams and chutneys.

•

Making things to sell: jams, chutneys, facemasks, crafts
and calendars.

•

Donating and selling items through social media

•

Tending the chickens and collecting the eggs to sell on the
stall.

•

And all those who helped make our Burns night last January
such a success;- Neil and Tash for cooking the wonderous
feast, Sleepy McGee and Sue Harris with Bandomania for
their great music, all those who helped and all who came.

A big thank you to our local shops
Who sell our products - in particular
Pugh’s, The Tower House Gallery,
Knighton Fine Art, and super-stars, Rhos
Organics at The Old Garage, who sell
numerous pots of our jams, needlefelt
birds, and well over 100 facemasks so far!

Mick, Rose and Alice at The Old Garage

And thank you to the Mid-Counties Cooperative for their grant enabling us to
buy a new strimmer and sturdy picnic
table.

And thank you everyone who has supported us in so many
different ways during 2020
Here’s to a happy and much healthier 2021

